
LETTER HEIGHT 30 MPH 40 MPH 60 MPH 80 MPH
6 inches 1.4 seconds 1.0 seconds 0.7 seconds 0.5 seconds

8 inches 1.8 seconds 1.4 seconds 0.9 seconds 0.7 seconds

12 inches 3.0 seconds 2.0 seconds 1.5 seconds 1.0 seconds

18 inches 4.0 seconds 3.0 seconds 2.0 seconds 1.5 seconds

24 inches 5.5 seconds 4.0 seconds 2.75 seconds 2.0 seconds

36 inches 8.0 seconds 6.0 seconds 4.0 seconds 3.0 seconds

 

R E A D I N G  T I M E   (Length of time letters are readable when moving)  

Prepared by the California Institute of Technology.  This information is presented as an informational summary only. We cannot assume liability for errors, omissions, or 
any damages resulting from the use of interpretation of this material. 

Visit us at www.fetchgraphics.com, call 888.933.8249 or email info@fetchgraphics.com to learn more. 

L E T T E R  V I S I B I L I T Y

LETTER HEIGHT READABLE DISTANCE 
FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT

MAXIMUM READABLE 
DISTANCE

3 inches

2 inches

1.5 inches

30 feet

20 feet

10 feet

50 feet

20 feet

100 feet

4 inches 40 feet 150 feet

6 inches 60 feet 200 feet

8 inches 80 feet 350 feet

9 inches 90 feet 400 feet

10 inches 100 feet 450 feet

12 inches 120 feet 525 feet

15 inches 150 feet 630 feet

18 inches 180 feet 750 feet

24 inches 240 feet 1000 feet

30 inches 300 feet 1250 feet

36 inches 360 feet 1500 feet

42 inches 420 feet 1750 feet

48 inches 480 feet 2000 feet

54 inches 540 feet 2250 feet

60 inches 600 feet 2500 feet

R E A D I N G  D I S T A N C E

 

NOTE: The distances will vary approximately 10% with di�erent color variations. Maximum distance is in color with RED or 
BLACK on a white background.  5,280 feet equals one (1) mile.


